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Greetings, 
 
It is hard to believe that the summer has gone by so quickly and the kids will be 
back in school again! If you stopped out for a visit the last half of July, you prob-
ably noticed that we have cleared out a lot of the landscaping in the front of the 
building to accommodate the crews working on the site drainage project. The 
grass has been replanted using a hydro seeding technique and small patches 
of green are emerging. We will eventually add new landscaping to this area.  
 
Heroes Park Memorial Flag Plaza has also had a lot of activity in preparation 
for the addition of the WWII and Korean War Memorials. Most of the prep work 
has been completed and the foundation is now waiting for the actual monu-
ments to arrive. A dedication ceremony date will be announced in the near fu-
ture. 
 
Our members are already talking about the upcoming “Corn Days” which are 
scheduled for August 7 through August 11. One of the featured activities of 
corn days has been the corn eating contest. This year the activity staff is shak-
ing things up and changing the contest to a watermelon eating competition. I 
am very confident that I will be able to defeat any and all contestants!  No mat-
ter what the outcome, the member’s love to watch this event. 
 
As I mentioned last month, NVH as well as the three other State Veterans’ 
Homes became part of the Nebraska Department of Veterans’ Affairs effective 
7-1-2017. There has been a lot of activity related to switching over functions 
and duties that were previously carried out by DHHS, but now are the responsi-
bility of NDVA. Thanks to a great team of dedicated individuals working on the 
conversion, it has been a relatively smooth endeavor to this point. 
 
Have a Great rest of the summer. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Jerry Eisenhauer 
Administrator 

State of Nebraska Vision:  

Grow Nebraska 

 

State of Nebraska – Mission:  

Create opportunity through more 

effective, more  

efficient,  

and customer focused  

state government 
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Interested in Volunteer Opportunities at NVH? - Contact Sheila Kube at 

Phone: (402) 370-3102 - E-Mail: Sheila.kube@nebraska.gov 

Summer time is a great time to travel and visit family 
and friends we haven't seen in a while.  Here mem-
ber Tony Becker (right) is photographed with his 
nephew Gerald “Jerry” Slevin who came to visit To-
ny. 
Jerry lives in Florida so doesn’t make back to Ne-
braska as often as he would like.  
 
Jerry was in the Navy for 38 years and retired in 
2013, While in the Navy he worked in Communica-
tions and Intelligence and is still active as a Commu-
nications Consultant. Tony and Jerry had a very nice 
visit and plan to get together again in the future.    

Members, Volunteers and Activity 
Staff traveled to the Horn T Zoo in 
Monroe NE.   
 
This family owned and operated zoo 
allowed our members to get up and 
close to exotic and a few domestic 
animals from all around the world.   

S u m m e r  t i m e  v i s i t s  
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S A L U T E  O U R  N E W  M E M B E R S  
N O R F O L K  V E T E R A N S  H O M E  W E L C O M E S  Y O U  

 Glen Bonge 
Branch of Service: U.S. Army 

Hometown: Norfolk, NE 

In Remembrance of Those  

Members Who Have Passed. 
Although no sculptured marble should rise to their memory, 

nor engraved stone bear record of their deed, yet will their re-

membrance be as lasting as the land they honored. 

      ~Daniel Webster 

  Gaile McGill  Ronnie Billheimer 

  Paul Dittman     John DeCamp 

 Ronnie Billheimer 
Branch of Service:  U.S. Navy 

Hometown: Sholes, NE  

 

The Norfolk Veterans Home is a state-operated facility 

providing long term care for eligible Nebraska veterans. 

 

 For more information regarding  

admission, please contact your 

 local County Service Officer  or   

Kari Calvillo @ (402) 370—3109  

or  

Colleen Benson @ (402)  370-3469 

 Bobbie Ashburn 
Branch of Service: U.S. Navy 

Hometown: Tilden, NE 

 Merlyn Maple 
Branch of Service: U.S. Army 

Hometown: Orchard, NE 

 John “Bob” Dick 
Branch of Service: U.S. Army 

Hometown: Lynch, NE 
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N e w  E m p l o y e e s  

Lindsay Muhle 

Position: CNA 

Rose Jantz 

Position: RN 
Elizabeth Osborn 

Position: CNA 
Kendyl Hintz 

Position: CNA 

Nancy Wagner 

Position: Custodian/Hskpg 

Cody Hansen 

Position: CNA 

Tylee Kemp 

Position: CNA 
Genevra Blackburn 

Position: Nurse Supervisor 

Jenna Callies 

Position: CNA 

Connie Sothan 

Position: CNA 

E m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r  

Norfolk Veterans Home Employee of the 
3

rd
 Quarter is Diane Jacobson.  

 

Diane is a Custodian/Housekeeper at 
NVH.  Her first priority is taking care of the 
members on her unit and making sure their 
needs are met.  She keeps their rooms 
clean and organized.  The little extra she 
does not go unrecognized.  She pays at-
tention and let’s the appropriate staff know 
if something isn’t right.   
 

Thank you for everything you do, Diane.   
Congratulations on this much deserved 
award.  
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M e m b e r  o f  t h e  M o n t h  

R o b b i e  E c k h o f f  

B Y :  L i z  D a v i s  

Bits & Pieces 

 

CENSUS  

135 

 

Special  

Occasion  

Room   

Reservations: 

Call Activities @ 

(402) 370-3330 

 

Join A Member 

For a Meal 

Only $2.50 

24 Hr. Notice 

Please 

Bobbie (“Bob”) Eckhoff was born on August 
19, 1933, in Franklin, Nebraska.  He has one 
older brother, Don and one younger brother, 
Harold. Bob was just four years old when his 
parents divorced and he and his younger 
brother Harold moved to a farm with his aunt 
and uncle.  He attended country school in Hil-
dreth.  He left school after he took the 8th 
grade exam and passed with 12th grade hon-
ors. 
 
Bob’s son tells a cute story of how one after-

noon Bob’s aunt and uncle headed to town. Bob and his little brother got a 
wild idea to take off a wagon wheel and roll it down the roof of a barn.  
The wheel hit a bull that was at the bottom of the barn and smacked him 
between the eyes, which knocked the bull out cold. Bob and his brother 
joked and wondered what they should do, “fix the roof” or “bury the bull”.  
They ended up fixing the roof as the bull later got up on his own.  
 
Bob joined the Army in 1952.  He originally wanted to be a paratrooper, 
but due to some physical limitations (flat feet) he was turned away, and 
became a jeep/tank mechanic instead.  He and two of his buddies were at 
the same basic training camp.  They were later separated when Bob was 
assigned to Tokyo for mechanic training.  Following completion of that 
training, Bob was sent to Korea.  Bob was discharged from the service 
two years later with the rank of Corporal.   Bob received an award for 
sharpshooting with a .45 caliber auto.  Ironically, he later had bird shot 
embedded in his hand when his boss at the Kearney garage was playing 
with a .22 and shot at a wall.   
 

After his service years, Bob studied Auto Mechanics at Milford Technical 
School and worked in a garage in Kearney.  In 1966, he started working at 
Rockwell International in Kearney which worked with pipe line valves. He 
worked there until the Kearney plant closed and then transferred to Gar-
ner, North Carolina, where a plant was still open. He worked there until his 
retirement. 
 
While still in the service, Bob married a girl from home whom he had got-
ten to know better through the letters they exchanged.  They were later 
blessed with six sons,  Sadly, their youngest son was electrocuted in a 
home accident at a very young age. The accident occurred on the day 
Bob was training people from Germany on the pipe line valves.  
 
Bob and his wife were later divorced. Bob has eight grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.  
 
Bob offers these words of wisdom, “Don’t listen to bad advice.”   
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Norfolk Veterans’ Home Observer is published monthly  
for the members, families, staff and other interested parties. 

After many months of 
construction, the front of  
the Norfolk Veterans 
Home got a fresh new 
green look.  Areas by 
Pod G and along the 
front was beautifully 
landscaped and hydro 
seeded the end of July. 

   
Thank you all for 
your patience 
while we have 
been working on 
making our Veterans Home even more beautiful.   

U p d a t e s  a t  N V H  

Bert Crum, USMC (Ret) and a member at the Norfolk Veterans Home, re-
ceived long over-due medals for his time in the U.S. Marine Corps service.  
 
Many of Bert’s records were lost in the St. Louis fire that destroyed the 
National Personnel Records Center on July 12, 1973.  
 
Appeals on Burt’s behalf reached Senator Deb Fisher’s desk who assisted 
in obtaining Burt’s awards.  
 
Lance Corporal Crum was awarded the following: 
 
Purple Heart Medal with one gold star for wounds received in action 
against the enemy on September 13 and 25, 1967 in Vietnam 
 
Combat Action Ribbon for service in Vietnam 
 
Presidential Unit Citation awarded to 3rd Marine Division for service during 
the period Nov. 20, 1966 to March 31, 1968 
 
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal 
 
National Defense Service Medal 
 
Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze campaign stars 
 
Republic Of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation  
 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medial  
 
Rifle Sharpshooter Badge 
 

M e d a l s   A w a r d  

Thank you Bert  

From a grateful nation 


