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About Nebraska’s World War II 
Recognition Program

Nebraska’s World War II recognition medal is reserved for living 
veterans meeting the conditions below:
Must have served in the U.S. Armed Forces between December 1,
    1941 to December 31, 1946
Must be a current legal resident of Nebraska or demonstrate
    Nebraska residency at time of entering service, and
Must have discharged under conditions other than dishonorable

Nearly 140,000 Nebraskans served in World War II.
3,626 Nebraskans lost their lives in service to our country.

703 Nebraskans remain unaccounted for.

According to statistics from the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs, approximately 250 World War II veterans are living in Nebraska 

as of 2025. Governor Jim Pillen and the Nebraska Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs created this recognition initiative to honor our state’s 
living World War II veterans on the 80th anniversary of the end of the 

war for the role they played in curbing the spread of fascism.

Nebraska’s Role in World War II
Cornhusker Army Ammunition Plant - Grand Island

Glenn L. Martin Bomber Plant - Ft. Crook

North Platte Canteen

The Cornhusker 
Army Ammunition 
Plant began 
operations in 
November 1942 and 
loading operations 
continued until 
August 16, 1945, the 
day after Japan 
surrendered. 
Approximately 
15,000 individuals 
were employed at 
the plant during 
the November 
1942-August 1945 period, with over 4,200 workers employed at its peak.

The Glenn L. Martin Bomber Plant 
became operational on January 1, 1942 
and focused on production of B-26 
Marauders and, later, B-29 
Superfortresses. In total, 531 B-29s 
were manufactured by the plant, 
representing nearly 13.5% of all B-29s 
produced in the country. Two of the 
B-29s produced at the plant were the 
“Enola Gay” and “Bockscar,” which 
would be used to drop atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The North Platte Canteen operated from 
December 1941 to June 1946 and served 
over six million World War II service men 
and women traveling on the Union Pacific 
Railroad. The Canteen was operated by 
55,00 volunteers from 125 different towns 
in and around the state who donated both 
food and time to those who were serving 
our country.

Above shows a photo of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt visiting the plant in 1943.



Nebraska’s World War II 
Veteran Recognition Ceremony

Nebraska’s Role in World War II

Program Agenda
Prelude Ravnan String Quartet

Jack Carlson, violin; Laura Watson, violin; 
Gabriel Marks, viola; Connor Peterson, cello

Welcome John Hilgert
Director, NDVA

Presentation of Colors     UNL ROTC Color Guard

National Anthem Ravnan String Quartet

Pledge of Allegiance John Hilgert
Director, NDVA

Laying of Wreath Great-grandchildren of 
World War II medal recipients

Remarks Major General Craig Strong
Adjutant General, Nebraska National Guard

Remarks & Proclamation Signing Jim Pillen
Governor, State of Nebraska

Presentation of Medals Jim Pillen
Governor, State of Nebraska

Retirement of Colors UNL ROTC Color Guard

Dismissal John Hilgert
Director, NDVA

Reception to Follow in Capitol Dining Room, 1st Floor. 

Alliance Army 
Air Field

Alliance

Fort Robinson
Near Crawford

The Alliance Army Air Field was used 
to train aircrews of C-47 and C-53 
transports and CG-4 gliders, along 
with the troops they would carry into 
battle.

Fort Robinson served as 
a site for K-9 Corps 
training during World 
War II. Until the end of 
the war, dogs for all 
branches of the military 
and civilian agencies 
were trained at the fort.



Nebraska’s Role in World War II
Lawrence Youngman, War Correspondent for the Omaha World-Herald

From June to December 1944, Omaha World-Herald reporter Lawrence Youngman served 
as a war correspondent in the European Theater, spending much of his time documenting 
the Nebraska National Guard’s 134th Infantry Regiment. Youngman covered major war 
events such as the Liberation of Paris but also wrote features about the experiences of 
average soldiers from Nebraska and Western Iowa. His articles were so popular, the 
World-Herald 
would publish 
articles after he 
returned to 
Omaha that had 
been held by 
censors for 
several months. 
Youngman was 
one of only 314 
war 
correspondents 
to receive the 
Army’s 
European-
African-Middle 
Eastern 
Campaign 
Ribbon.


